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In view of fact D/S and D/L did 
receive cys, RSW says additional 
cys do not have to be forwarded -- 
considered not necessary to for- 
ward LKW's comments. 
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Executivo Registry 


DD/S 71-2149 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 



SUBJECT : Request to Lower the Flag in Respect to General Cabell 


REFERENCE: Proclamation No . 3044, March 1, 1954, 19 F.R. 1235, subj: 

Display of Flag at Half-staff Upon Death of Certain Officials 
and Former Officials 


1 . In accordance with the Reference, the Director gave his approval 
to lower the flag in respect to General Cabell . In turn, the Office of Security 
was requested to take the appropriate action. The Captain of the GSA Guard 
Force refused to lower the flag until he had received official permission to 
do so from GSA authorities . 

2. A call was placed to Mr. A, Sampson, Commissioner, Public 
Buildings Service . He was not in the office and the undersigned was 
referred to Mr. Innamorati, Assistant Commissioner for Buildings 
Management. Mr. Innamorati was not available but returned the call 
later . He referred to the Proclamation and indicated that GSA would be 
happy to comply with the Agency's request to lower the flag. He explained 
that: 


a . In respect to paragraph 5 of the Proclamation, 
the Headquarters Building is considered by GSA to be 
under the jurisdiction of Mr. Kunzig — GSA maintains 
housekeeping/upkeep . 

b . GSA would not lower the flag until and unless 
they received a request from the Director . 

c . Paragraph 2 of the Proclamation governs the 
period during which the flag is so flown. 


3 . It was agreed that, because it is considered too late to lower the 
flag today, GSA will do so tomorrow and on Friday. The Director of 
Security's secretary was given this information. 
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STAT 


4 . For our guidance in the future, should such an unhappy event 
occur, Jwe Should first check die Director^ wishes and, should they be 
the flag be lowered, this Office should, by telephone, request the 
Commissioner of PBS to give the authorization through his channels to 
the Captain of the Guard. 


vjjr- - 


Robert S . Wattles 
Assistant Deputy Director 
for Support 


Att 

Cy of Ref 


Distribution: 

Orig - DD/S Subject, w/Att 

1 - DD/S Chrono, w/o Att ✓ 

1 - Executive Director -Comptroller, w/Att ' 

1 - General Counsel, w/Att 
1 - Director of Security, w/Att 
1 - Director of Logistics, w/Att 
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PATRIOTIC CUSTOMS 


36 § 175 
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(„) When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed 
that the union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag 
should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground. 
June 22, 1942, c. 435, § 3, 56 Stat. 378; Dec. 22, 1942, c. 806, § 3, 66 
Stat. 1076; July 9, 1953, c. 183, 67 Stat. 142. 

Historical Note 

Jfl53 Amendment. Subsoe. (c). Act 
July 0, 1053, added socond sentence, 

1043 Amendment, Subsec. (1). Act Dec. 

22 , 1042, added "or so suspended that Its 
folds fall as froo as though the flag 
woro staffed", and omitted provisions 
when displayed against a wall or In a 
window, 


Subsec. (m). Act Dec. 22, 1042, substi- 
tuted "lowering” for "hauling” in third 
sentence. 

legislative History. For legislative 
history and purpose of Act July 0, 1053, 
see 1053 U.S.Code Cong, and Adm.News, 

p. 1850. 


PROCLAMATION NO. 3044 
March 1, 1054, 10 F.Il. 1235 

DISPLAY OF FLAG AT HALF-STAFF UPON DEATH OF CERTAIN ' 

OFFICIALS AND FORMER OFFICIALS 


WHEREAS It Is appropriate tlint tho 
ling of tho United States of America bo 
flown nt half-staff on Fcdcrnl buildings, 
grounds, and facilities upon tho death of 
principal ofllclnls and former ofllclals of 
the Government of the United States and 
tho Governors of the Stntcs, Territories, 
and possessions of tho United Stntcs ns a 
mark of respect to their memory! and 

WHEREAS It Is desirable that rules 
bo proscribed for tho uniform obsorvnnco 
of tills mnrk of respect by all executive 
departments and ngonclcs of tho Govern- 
ment, and ns n guide to tho pooplo of tho 
Nation generally on such occasions: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D, 
EISENHOWER, President- of tho United 
States of America nnd Commander In 
Chief of the armed forces of the United 
States, do hereby proscribe nnd proclaim 
Ilia following rules with respect to the 
display of the flag of tho United States of 
America nt half-stag upon the donth of 
tho ofllclnls hereinafter designated: 

1, Tho flag of tho United Stntcs shall 
bn down nt half-stag on all buildings, 
grounds, and naval vessels of tho Fcdcr- 
nl Government In tho District of Colum- 
bia nnd throughout tho United States and 
Its Territories nnd possessions for tho 
period lndlcntcd upon tho death of any 
ot the following-designated olflclalB or 
former ofllclnls of tho United States: 

(a) Tho President or a former Presi- 
dent: for thirty days from the day of 
death. 

The flag nhnll also be flown at bnlf-stng 
for such period at all United Stntes em- 
bassies, legations, and other facilities 
abroad, including all military facilities 
and naval vessels and stations. 


(b) Tho Vice President, tho Chief Jus- 
tice or a retired Chief Justlco of the Unit- 
ed Stntes, or the Speaker of tho House of 
Representatives: for ton days from tho 
day of death. 

(c) An Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court, a member of tho Cabinet, a for- 
mer Vico President, tho Secretary of tho 
Army, the Secretary of the Navy, or tho 
Secretary of tho Air Force! from tho day 
of death until Interment. 

2. Tho flag of tho United Stntcs shall 
ho flown nt half-stag on all buildings, 
grounds, nnd nnvnl vessels of tho Fcdcr- 
nl Government In tho metropolitan nrca 
of tho District of Columbia on tho dny of 
death nnd on the following dny upon tho 
death of a United Stntes Senator, Repre- 
sentative, Territorial Delegate, or the 
Resident Commissioner from tho Com- 
monwealth of Puerto Rico, nnd it shall 
also bo flown nt hnlf-stng on all build- 
ings, grounds, nnd nnvnl vessels of tho 
Federal Government In tho State, Con- 
gressional District, Territory, or Com- 
monwealth of such Senator, Representa- 
tive, Delegate, or Commissioner, respec- 
tively, from the dny of death until in- 
terment. 

3. Tho flag of the United Stntes shall 
bo flown at hnlf-stng on nil buildings 
nnd grounds of tho Federal Government 
in a State, Territory, or possession of tho 
United States upon tho dentil of tho Qov- 
ornor of such State, Territory, or posses- 
sion from the dny of death until Inter- 
ment. 

4. In tho event of tho death of other 
ofllclals, former ofllclnls, or foreign dlgnl-, 
tarlcs, the flag of tho United States shall 
he displayed at half-staff in accordance 
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36 § 175 PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, ETC. 


Ch. 10 


with such orders or Instructions as may 
bo Issued by or at the dlroctlou o t the 
President, or In accordance with recog* 
nlzod customs or practices not inconsist- 
ent with law. 

5. Tlio heads of the several depart- 
ments nnd agencies of tho Government 
mny direct that tho ling of tho United 
States bo flown at half-staff on buildings, 
grounds, or naval vessels under their ju- 
risdiction on occasions other than tliaso 
Bpeclflcd herein which they consider prop- 
er, and that sultablo military honors be 
rendered as appropriate. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here- 
unto sot my hand and caused the Seal of 
the United States of America to be af- . 
fixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this 
1st day of March In tho year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and fifty-four, and of tho In- 
dependent of the United 
CsbaI/] Statos of America tho ono hun- 
dred and seventy-olghth. 

Dwioht D,. Eisenhower 


Gross References 

Display of ropllcn of flag used In War of 1818 for twenty-four hours each day In 
Flag House Square, Baltimore, Maryland, as subject to this section, see not* under 
section 174 of this title. 


Notes of Decisions 

Generally 1 
Height of flag 1 

Injunction against display of flag 8 


1. Generally 

' , This section respecting position of Flying tho flag of Ropublla of Panama 

American flag whon displayed or carried and flag of Unltod StatOB In Canal Zone at 
, with other flags was not Intended to pro- equal heights on separate flag poles did 

, ecrlho behavior but was rathor fashioned not vlolnto this section. Id. 

i ns an expression of prevalent custom ro- 

i gnrding tho dlsplny of tho American flag, 8. Injunction against display of flog 

, State of Dol. cx rol, Trader r. Hortsdon, United Statos District Court did not 
\ D.C, Dol. 1007, 205 F.Supp. 308. havo jurisdiction to onjolu defendant 

from flying tho flag of tho IJnltcd Na- 
8, Height of flag tlons aboYO ftnd to tho right of tho Amcr- 

In this section "equal" docs not mean lean flag In front of his residence. State 
equal height. Doyle v. Fleming, D.C.Cn- of Del. ox rol, Trader V. Ilodsdon, D.C. 
nal Zone 1003, 210 F.Supp. 277, Dol.1007, 205 F.Supp. 303. 

§ 176. Same; respect for flag 
No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of 
j America; the flag should not be dipped to any person or thing. Reg- 

j imental colors, State flags, and organization or institutional flags 

J are to bo dipped as a mark of honor. 

(a) The flag should never be displayed with the union down save 
j as a signal of dire distress. 

| (b) The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the 

j ground, the floor, water, or merchandise. 

(c) The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but al- 
ways aloft and free. 

i (d) The flag should never be used as drapery of any sort what- 

! soever, never festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds, but always al- 

j lowed to fall free. Bunting of blue, white, and red, always arranged 

i ' 126 • 
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DD/S 71-2149 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 




j LAMfO* 


SUBJECT : Request to Lower the Flag in Respect to General Cabell 

REFERENCE: Proclamation No . 3044, March 1, 1954, 19 F.R. 1235, subj: 

Display of Flag at Half-staff Upon Death of Certain Officials 
and Former Officials 


1. In accordance with the Reference, the Director gave his approval 
to lower the flag in respect to General Cabell . In turn, the Office of Security 
was requested to take the appropriate action. The Captain of the GSA Guard 
Force refused to lower the flag until he had received official permission to 
do so from GSA authorities . 

2. A call was placed to Mr. A. Sampson, Commissioner, Public 
Buildings Service. He was not in the office and the undersigned was 
referred to Mr. Innamorati, Assistant Commissioner for Buildings 
Management . Mr . Innamorati was not available but returned the call 
later. He referred to the Proclamation and indicated that GSA would be 
happy to comply with the Agency’s request to lower the flag. He explained 

that: 


a . In respect to paragraph 5 of the Proclamation, 
the Headquarters Building is considered by GSA to be 
under the jurisdiction of Mr. Kunzig -- GSA maintains 
housekeeping/upkeep . 


b . GSA would not lower the flag until and unless 
they received a request from the Director . 


c . Paragraph 2 of the Proclamation governs the 
period during which the flag is so flown. 

3 . It was agreed that, because it is considered too late to lower the 
flag today, GSA will do so tomorrow and on Friday. The Director of 
Security's secretary was given this information. 
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4. For our guidance in the future* should such an unhappy event 
occur, we should first Check the Director’s wishes and, should they be 
that the flag be lowered, this Office should, by telephone, request the 
Commissioner of PBS to give the authorization through his channels to 
the Captain of the Guard. 


Robert S . Watties 
Assistant Deputy Director 
for Support 


STAT 


Att 

Cy of Ref 


Distribution: j 

Orig - DD/S Subject, w/Att J 
1 - DD/S Chrono, w/o Att 
1 - Executive Director -Comptroller, w/Att 
1 - General Counsel, w/Att 
1 - Director of Security, w/Att 
1 - Director of Logistics, w/Att 
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cht 10 PATRIOTIC CUSTOMS 36 § 175 

(n) When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed 
that the union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag 
should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground. 
June 22, 1942, c. 435, § 3, 66 Stat. 378 ; Dec. 22, 1942, c. 806, § 3, 66 
Stat. 1076; July 9, 1953, c. 183, 67 Stat. 142. 


Historical Note 


1059 Amondmont. Subscc. (c). Act 
July 0, 1053, lidded second sentence. 

1943 Amendment. Subsec. (1). Act Dec. 
22, 1042, added "or so suspended that its 
folds fall as free as though tho flag 
WC ro staffed", and omitted provisions 
when displayed against a wall or in a 
window. 


Subsec. (m). Act Dec. 22, 1042, substi- 
tuted “lowering" for "hauling” in third 
sentence. 

Legislative History. For legislative 
history and purpose of Act July 0, 1D53, 
see 1053 U.S.Code Cong, and Adm.News, 
p. 1850. 


PROCLAMATION NO. 8044 
March 1, 1054, 10 F.R. 1235 

DISPLAY OF FLAG AT HALF-STAFF UPON DEATH OF CERTAIN ' 
OFFICIALS AND FORMER OFFICIALS 


WHEREAS it is appropriate that tho 
flag of tho United States of America bo 
flown nt half-staff on Federal buildings, 
grounds, and facilities upon the death of 
principal olTlclnls and former ofllclnls of 
tho Government of tho United States and 
tho Governors of tho States, Territories, 
nnd possessions of tho United States ns a 
mark of respect to tliclr memory; nnd 

WHEREAS it is desirnhlo that rules 
ho proscribed for tho uniform observance 
of this mark of respect by all executive 
departments and agencies of tho Govern- 
ment, nnd ns a guide to the people of tho 
Nation generally on such occasions: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. 
EISENHOWER, President of tho United 
States of America nnd Commander in 
Chief of tlio armed forces of the United 
States, do hereby prescribe nnd proclaim 
tho following rules with respect to tho 
display of the flag of tho United States of 
America nt half-staff upon the denth of 
tho ofllclnls hereinafter designated: 

1. Tho flag of the United States shall 
ho flown nt half-staff on nil buildings, 
grounds, nnd naval vessels of tho Feder- 
al Government in tho District of Colum- 
bia nnd throughout the United States nnd 
Its Territories nnd possessions for the 
period indicated upon tho death of any 
of the following-designated ofllclnls or 
formor ofllclnls of the United States: 

(a) The President or a former Presi- 
dent: for thirty days from the day of 
death. 

The flag shall also be flown at half-staff 
for such period at all United States em- 
bassies, legations, and other facilities 
abroad, including alt military facilities 
and naval vessels and stations. 


(b) Tho Vice President, tho Chief Jus- 
tice or a retired Chief Justico of the Unit- 
ed States, or tho Speaker of tho House of 
Representatives: for ten days from the 
day of denth. 

(c) An Associate Justice of the Supremo 
Court, a member of tho Cabinet, a for- 
mer Vico President, tho Secretary of tho 
Army, tho Socrotnry of tho Navy, or the 
Secretary of tho Air Force: from tho day 
of death until interment, 

2. Tho flag of tho United States shall 
ho flown nt half-staff on all buildings, 
grounds, nnd nnvnl vcbscIb of tho Feder- 
al Government in tho metropolitan nrea 
of tho District of Columbia on tho day of 
denth nnd on tho following day upon the 
dentil of a United States Senator, Repre- 
sentative, Territorial Delegate, or the 
Resident Commissioner from tho Com- 
monwealth of Puerto Rico, nnd it shall 
also bo flown at half-staff on all build- 
ings, grounds, nnd nnvnl vessels of tlio 
Fedorni Government in tlio State, Con- 
gressional IJIstrict, Territory, or Com- 
monwealth of such Senator, Representa- 
tive, Delegate, or Commissioner, respec- 
tively, from tho day of death until in- 
terment. 

3. Tho flag of tho United States shall 
bo flown at half-staff on nil buildings 
nnd grounds of tho Federal Government 
in a State, Territory, or possession of the 
United States upon tho denth of the Gov- 
ernor of such State, Territory, or posses- 
sion from the day of death until inter- 
ment. 

4. In tho event of tho death of other 
ofllcials, former officials, or foreign digni- 
taries, the flag of the United States shall 
be displayed at half-staff in accordance 
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